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4. Take appropriate corrective action to re-
solve problem assets;

5. Consider the size and potential risks of
material asset concentrations; and

6. Provide periodic asset reports with ade-
quate information for management and the
board of directors to assess the level of asset
risk.

H. Earnings. An insured depository institu-
tion should establish and maintain a system
that is commensurate with the institution’s
size and the nature and scope of its oper-
ations to evaluate and monitor earnings and
ensure that earnings are sufficient to main-
tain adequate capital and reserves. The insti-
tution should:

1. Compare recent earnings trends relative
to equity, assets, or other commonly used
benchmarks to the institution’s historical
results and those of its peers;

2. Evaluate the adequacy of earnings given
the size, complexity, and risk profile of the
institution’s assets and operations;

3. Assess the source, volatility, and sus-
tainability of earnings, including the effect
of nonrecurring or extraordinary income or
expense;

4. Take steps to ensure that earnings are
sufficient to maintain adequate capital and
reserves after considering the institution’s
asset quality and growth rate; and

5. Provide periodic earnings reports with
adequate information for management and
the board of directors to assess earnings per-
formance.

I. Compensation, fees and benefits. An insti-
tution should maintain safeguards to pre-
vent the payment of compensation, fees, and
benefits that are excessive or that could lead
to material financial loss to the institution.

III. PROHIBITION ON COMPENSATION THAT CON-
STITUTES AN UNSAFE AND UNSOUND PRAC-
TICE

A. Excessive Compensation

Excessive compensation is prohibited as an
unsafe and unsound practice. Compensation
shall be considered excessive when amounts
paid are unreasonable or disproportionate to
the services performed by an executive offi-
cer, employee, director, or principal share-
holder, considering the following:

1. The combined value of all cash and non-
cash benefits provided to the individual;

2. The compensation history of the individ-
ual and other individuals with comparable
expertise at the institution;

3. The financial condition of the institu-
tion;

4. Comparable compensation practices at
comparable institutions, based upon such
factors as asset size, geographic location,

and the complexity of the loan portfolio or
other assets;

5. For postemployment benefits, the pro-
jected total cost and benefit to the institu-
tion;

6. Any connection between the individual
and any fraudulent act or omission, breach
of trust or fiduciary duty, or insider abuse
with regard to the institution; and

7. Any other factors the agencies deter-
mines to be relevant.

B. Compensation Leading to Material Financial
Loss

Compensation that could lead to material
financial loss to an institution is prohibited
as an unsafe and unsound practice.

[60 FR 35678, 35682, July 10, 1995, as amended
at 61 FR 43950, Aug. 27, 1996]
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§ 31.1 Authority.

This part is issued by the Comptrol-
ler of the Currency pursuant to 12
U.S.C. 93a, 375a(4), 375b(3), 1817(k), and
1972(2)(G), as amended.

§ 31.2 Insider lending restrictions and
reporting requirements.

(a) General rule. A national bank and
its insiders shall comply with the pro-
visions contained in 12 CFR part 215.

(b) Enforcement. The Comptroller of
the Currency administers and enforces
insider lending standards and reporting
requirements as they apply to national
banks and their insiders.
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